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In this issue: 
� Dictate to your tablet or phone 
� SWYPE for faster typing on your 

Android 
� Ad-Aware is back up there with the 

best of the free antimalware apps. 
� Mechanical keyboards: Treat 

yourself to a really good keyboard. 
 
 

DICTATE TO YOUR 
PHONE AND TABLET 

 
Tablet keyboards take up most of the 
screen, have no feel other than a brief 
vibration (if you have that feature 
turned on) and I consider them to be a 
big annoyance.  And if that’s what I 
think of keyboard entry on a tablet, 
you can just imagine what I think of 
phone keyboards (electronic or 
button). 
 
My solution is to use the voice feature 
– and I find it absolutely amazing that 
most people I speak with don’t use 
this feature. Their reasons are 
typically: 
 
• I think it’s too hard to use. 
• I forget to use it. 
• You can talk to it?!!! 
 
Almost all android, iOS (Apple) and 
Windows 8 tablets and phone have a 
little microphone that appears on the 
electronic keyboard when you tap a 
space to type in it.  Just tap this button, 
speak a phrase or sentence, wait a few 
seconds, and voila! – your spoken 
words become text.  To enter your 
next phrase, tap the microphone icon 
again. 
 
Most mobile devices allow you to also 
speak punctuation.  If you say 
“comma” a comma will be entered. 
 
If you don’t see a microphone on the 
electronic keyboard, you may need to 
go into the devices’ settings and turn 
voice (or voice to text) on. 
 
Of course, you probably won’t want to 
use voice-to-text while in a meeting, 

and it doesn’t work all that well in an 
area where there is a lot of external 
noise. 
 
 

SWYPE YOUR ANDROID 
 
Another way to make keyboarding 
easier, and one that I use almost all of 
the time, is SWYPE.  This is a feature 
that is built into most Android phones, 
but not Android tablets.  Also, I’m 
totally amazed that Apple doesn’t use 
this feature. 
 
The way it works is that, instead of 
tapping each keyboard letter/number, 
you just put your finger onto the first 
letter and then drag your finger to each 
of the letters in a word.  It is 
amazingly accurate – actually, I find it 
to be more accurate than tapping each 
letter. 
 
Curiously, Android tablets don’t have 
the SWYPE feature, but this is no 
longer a problem.  Go to the Google 
Play store and search for Swype 
Keyboard Trial, by Nuance. And 
then download the app.  If you like it, 
you can then pay a whopping 99 cents 
for the app.  At this time, Nuance 
Communication only offers Swype for 
use on Android phones & tablets.  I 
suspect that they will eventually add 
SWYPE apps for iOS and Windows 8 
devices, but that is only conjecture.  
 
BTW, there are other firms that also 
offer Swype apps, but I have not 
found any that work as well as the 
Nuance version. 
 
 

AD-AWARE  
IS BACK IN THE GAME 

 
One of the very first good anti-
spyware programs was Ad-Aware.  
But over the past 12 years or so, Ad-
Aware has maintained only so-so anti-
malware testing results, primarily 
because of it focused primarily on 
spyware and the anti-virus 
components were tested as mediocre. 

 
Well – recent reviews of the recently 
released Ad-Aware version 10.5 in PC 
Magazine and some other magazines 
have been very complimentary, 
placing it among the leading 
contenders for the free anti-malware 
throne.   
 
According to the published test 
results, Ad-Aware not only gets good 
ratings for anti-malware performance, 
but also has a light footprint on 
computers, which means that you 
barely, if at all, notice that it is 
running, which is important.  If you 
prefer free anti-malware programs, 
and find Avast, AVG, and/or 
Microsoft Security Essentials to be too 
intrusive, consider trying Ad-Aware.  
Download it from www.lavasoft.com  
 
It’s like seeing an old friend again. 
 
 

MECHANICAL KEYBOARDS: 
TREAT YOUR HANDS TO 

TRUE QUALITY 
 
The feel of a common computer 
keyboard ranges from mediocre to 
abominable.  But good quality 
keyboards are making a resurgence.  
Considering how much time people 
spend typing on these mediocre 
keyboards, it is amazing that very few 
people seem even remotely interested 
in the touch of their keyboards.  In 
fact, most of the keyboards that I see 
in use are the cheapies that came with 
the computer.  The only exceptions 
seem to be replacing factory 
keyboards with wireless keyboards 
that are still mediocre at best.  Here is 
a brief education on keyboards and 
what choices you have. 
 
Early keyboards were mechanical 
keyboards.  Mechanical keyboards 
have a spring and a switch under the 
key.  When you press the key, you feel 
a snap about half-way down when the 
switch activates.  You don’t get this 
feedback on non-mechanical 
keyboards. 



 
Starting in the early 1980s, non-
mechanical switches became popular.  
The most common of these is the 
membrane keyboard or rubber-dome 
keyboard which replaces the spring 
under each keyboard with a membrane 
and foam pad, and the switch itself is 
electronic instead of mechanical.   
 
Whereas a mechanical keyboard gives 
both tactile and audible feedback 
when the key is pressed, membrane 
keyboards have very little of either.  
How often have you pressed a key on 
your keyboard and found that it that 
keypress didn’t work because you 
didn’t fully depress the key? 
 
Characteristics of common membrane 
keyboards are: 
 
1. They have very little key travel - 

the key doesn’t go down very far. 
 
2. The keypress pressure is linear – 

you do not know when the switch 
is activated unless you press hard 
to make sure that the key is 
absolutely pressed fully down. 

 
3. There is no audible feedback 

when the switch activates.  The 
only sound you hear is the key 
reaching the end of its’ travel. 

 
A better quality membrane keyboard 
often provides amount of tactile 
feedback, but unfortunately it is only 
there to emulate the feel of a 
mechanical keyboard.  There is some 
initial pressure as you press down the 
key - you feel a “snap”  - but the snap 
is only there to emulate the feel of a 
mechanical keyboard – it is not the 
same thing.   
 
Advantages of mechanical keyboards 
are: 
 
1. Then have good tactile feedback – 

you absolutely know if the 
keypress worked.  This is because 
you feel the “snap” of the key as 
you press it. 

2. The switch activates half-way 
down on the key press, not at the 
bottom, so that when you feel the 
snap, you are not at the bottom of 
the keystroke.  This provides 
greater accuracy and reliability. 

 

3. Mechanical boards also provide 
an audible click then the switch is 
activated, so that you not only 
feel when the switch is activated, 
but can also hear it.   

 
Mechanical keyboards come in a 
variety of configurations.  By this I 
mean that different combinations of 
key pressure and sound are available.  
Mechanical keyboards generally use 
variations of the Cherry MX switch.  
Cherry MX switches come in several 
models, with different combinations of 
resistance (more or less pressure 
needed), click volume (quieter or 
louder), and even without the click 
and bump (switch still activates 
halfway down the keypress. 
 
Mechanical switches generally cost at 
least $70, and a decent quality 
keyboard is around $90 or so.  They 
are also rarely available in brick-and-
mortar stores, so shopping is best done 
online. 
 
If you are now interested in a 
mechanical keyboard, I recommend 
that you visit the following web page, 
which contains questions about what 
you want in a keyboard, and then 
brings up a list of mechanical 
keyboards that meet your criteria.  
http://mechanicalkeyboards.com/first_
mechanical_keyboard.php   
 
Note that I am not promoting this 
online vendor, and am listing it only 
because this is a good web page to use 
when searching for a mechanical 
keyboard that will meet your needs 
and preferences. 
 
 

HANDY MOBILE APPS 
 
If you drive, then here are two apps 
for smartphones and tablets that you 
might find interesting. Both are 
available for Android, iOS, 
Blackberry & Windows devices. 
 
Trapster is a crowd-sourced app that 
lets you know about speed traps and 
road hazards.  Being crowd sourced, it 
is dependent on reporting by users. 
 
GasBuddy is a must have for any 
driver who cares how much he/she 
spends for gas.  GasBuddy displays 
most gas stations in your area – based 

on either nearby cell phone towers or 
GPS – and lists the most recent prices 
for gas at these stations.  Prices can 
vary by as much as 30 cents/gallon.   
 
Some side-notes on gasolines. 
 
1. Costco gas seems to be 

consistently the least expensive 
gas, although if you have to drive 
5 or 10 miles to the nearest 
Costco gas then getting gas from 
a closer as station is the better 
decision. 
 

2. Premium gasoline may not be 
best for your vehicle.  The main 
difference between Regular and 
Premium gas blends is how fast 
they burn in your engine.  High-
compression engines (including 
most with turbochargers) require 
slower-burning gas, so they run 
best on Premium gas.  Most 
ordinary vehicles run better on 
Regular gas and actually lose 
performance with Premium gas.  
Just read the owner’s manual or 
ask your dealer (or mechanic) 
which type of gas is 
recommended for your particular 
vehicle. 
 

3. If you do some in-depth internet 
research into gasolines, you will 
find that the higher-priced brands 
rarely provide better quality gas.  
They just cost more.  Although 
this is anecdotal, my wife and I 
try to buy the least expensive gas 
available.  We keep our cars for 
around 250,000 miles, and they 
are running fine when we sell 
them. 

 
Here is an interesting experiment.  
Check out gas prices in Costa Mesa vs 
Dana Point – and then ask yourself 
why the same brands sell for around 
15 cents/gal higher in south Orange 
County than in north OC. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 



and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


